PUBLIC LAW 104£1912AUG. 21, 1996 110 STAT. 


1947 

implements. or continues in effect anv standard 
or reauirement 
solelv relating to health insurance issuers in 
connection with 
aroun health insurance coverage excent to the 
extent that such 
standard or reauirement. prevents the annvlication 

a require- 


fe) 

ment of this nart. 
"(2) CONTI PREEMPTION WITH RESPECT TO GROTIP 

HEATTH PtAns othina in this nart. shall he construed to 

affect or modifv the vrovisions of section 514 with respect 

to aroun health vlans. 

"(b) SPECIAL RULES IN 
"(1) IN GENERA 


OF PORTABILITY REQUIREMENTS{ae 
ubiect to paraaraph (2). 


e provisions 
of this part relating to health insurance 
coveraade offered bv 
a health insurance issuer sunersede’= anv 
provision of State 
law which establishes. impvlements. or continues 
in effect a 
standard or requirement avvlicable to imposition 
of a preexist- 
ina condition exclusion svecifically aqoverned bv 
section 
which differs from the standards _ or 
requirements specified 


in such section. 
"(2) EXCEPTIONSL2£O6nlv in relation to health 

insurance COV- 

eraae offered bv a health insurance issuer. the 

provisions of 

this part do not suversede anv provision of State 

law the 

extent that such provisio 
_ "(A) substitutes for the reference to !6-month veriod#® 
in section 701(a)(1) a reference to any shorter period of 


time: 

"(B) substitutes for the reference to !12 months} and 
ne ees in section 701(a)(2) a reference to any 
shorter 


period of time: 

_ E(C) substitutes for the references to [63 davs! in sec- 
tions 701 (c)(2)(A) and (d)(4){A) a reference to any greater 
number of davs: 

_ E(D) substitutes for the reference to !30-dav veriod! 
in sections 701 (b)(2) and (d)(1) a reference to any greater 


eriod: 
: n ) prohibits the imposition of anv vreexisting_condi- 
tion exclusion in cases not described in section 701(d) or 
expands the exceptions described in such section: —__ 
(F) requires special enrollment _veriods in addition 
to those reauired under section 701(: or 
(G) reduces the maximum period permitted in an 
affiliation period under section 701fa)(1)(B). 
"(c) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION othing in this parf shall be 
construed as requiring a group health plan or health 
insurance ; 
coverage to provide specific benefits under the terms of such 
vlan 
or verade. 
Kd) DEFINITIONS purvoses of this section 
7 "(1) STATE LA he term !State law ae 
a aws, 


decisions. rules. reaulations. or other State 


action havina the 
effect of law. of anv State. A law of the United 
States applicable 
onlv to the District of Columbia shall be 
treated as a State 
law rather theo law of the United States. 

"(2) STATE he term |State!’ includes a State. 
the Northern 
Mariana Islands. anv political subdivisions of a 
State or such 


Islands, or any agency or instrumentality of 
either. 


